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What is “One Country, Two Systems”?

“One Country, Two Systems”
Promotion and means that there are two systems

Free Trade  Taxation FProtection of within a country. It allows Hong Kong's
L ‘ Investment previous capitalist system and
_ way of life to remain unchanged.
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What is “One Country, Two Systems”?

Other examples?
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What is “One Country, Two Systems”?

It is usual that within a country, there is only one
system. Why can Hong Kong implement
“One Country, Two Systems”?

Legal basis
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The Constitution —
Basis of “One Country, Two Systems”

1 Enacted by the highest organ of
state power, the National People’s
Congress

The fundamental law of the state,
having supreme legal force

Stipulates the fundamental system
of the state

The powers of local governments
are authorised by the Central
Authorities

Authorised the establishment of the
HKSAR
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The Basic Law —
Framework of “One Country, Two Systems”

Basic Law

1 The Constitution preceded the
Basic Law

T S 2 The Basic Law is an “authorisation
&R YA 33 A law”. The high degree of autonomy
[V TOr in the HKSAR comes under the
0 T authorisation of the Central

I Government.

‘ The Basic Law stipulates the
EEERE system implemented in the HKSAR

CONSTITUTION




The Basic Law -

Framework of “One Country, Two Systems”
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Basic Law
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Establishes an executive-led system headed by
the Chief Executive (CE)

CE is vested with the dual role as the head of the
HKSAR and the head of the Government of the
HKSAR

In the executive-led system, the executive branch
plays a proactive and leading role in its
relationship with the legislative branch, e.g. the
wider right of legislative initiatives vested with the
Government

A relationship of checks and balances exists
between the executive and legislative branches.
Article 64 of the Basic Law stipulates, among other
things, that the Government must be accountable
to the Legislative Council (LegCo) and implement
laws passed by the LegCo and already in force
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The Basic Law —
Framework of “One Country, Two Systems”

O The implementation of executive-led governance
is by no means a denial of independent exercise
of judicial power

O Article 64 of the Basic Law stipulates, among
other things, that the Government must abide by
the law while Article 35 protects various rights of
Hong Kong residents, including the right to
institute legal proceedings in the courts against
the acts of the executive authorities and their
personnel

O CE plays a unique, vital role in the operational of
the Judiciary, e.g. the appointment and removal
of judges and judicial officers

O Under specific individual circumstances, the
Judiciary must comply with the opinion of the CE,
e.g. certificate issued by the CE on questions of
fact concerning acts of state such as national
defense and foreign affairs
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There is a division of powers among the
executive, legislative and judicial branches,
each performing their duties and providing
checks and balances on each other

The ultimate goal is to serve the well-being of
the general public and the overall interests of
Hong Kong. It requires everyone to play their
respective roles well, build good interaction
and mutual understanding with each other,
and work together to tell Good Stories of Hong
Kong

Maintaining and perfecting executive-led
governance is key to ensuring the steadfast
and successful implementation of *“One
Country, Two Systems”
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Hong Kong National Security Law —
Safeguard of “One Country, Two Systems”

Ensures the steadfast and successful
implementation of “One Country, Two Systems”

Articles 1 and 12 of the Basic Law are of
fundamental importance

Safeguards national sovereignty, safety and
development interests

Regulates four types of criminal activities that
endanger national security

Human rights shall be respected and protected
in safeguarding national security in the HKSAR

CONSTITUTION
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Local Legislation —
A reflection of “One Country, Two Systems”

- Local Legislation
- R )\"g : . °

Safeguarding - L2 o The Basic Law stipulates that national laws
National Security By | shall not be applied in the HKSAR except

Ordlnqnce , ol o, S y . . .
A (g < Crimes for those listed in Annex Il to the Basic Law

Marrlage y.. ’ ordi .
Ordinance ./ e The Basic Law guarantees that the HKSAR

4 Companies ‘ . ‘ . A enjoys Iegislative power

T Ordinance

~ Local legislation covers different areas, for
example, national security, matrimonial
and family matters, commerce and trade,
etc. Local Ilegislation provides legal
111111 protection to the general public, which

reflects “One Country, Two Systems”

CONSTITUTION
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Copyright Notice

1 This document is intended for educational purposes only. Nothing in this document constitutes or
is intended to constitute legal advice.

1 Unless otherwise indicated, the materials in this document are subject to copyright owned by the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“the Government”). The copy or
copies made must not be for sale, or exchange for any benefit, gain, profit or reward, or any other
commercial purposes. The materials must be reproduced accurately and must not be used in a
manner adversely affecting the moral rights of the Government. The source of the materials must
be identified and the copyright status must be acknowledged for any reproduction, adaptation or
use of this document.

1 Please note that this permission only applies to Government copyright materials. Where third
party copyright is involved, authorisation or permission to reproduce or otherwise use such
materials must be obtained from the copyright owners concerned.

1 Prior written consent of the Government should be obtained for any reproduction, adaptation or
other use of the aforesaid materials other than for the permitted purposes above. Such requests
should be addressed to the Department of Justice via email at lead@doj.gov.hk. The Government
reserves the right to withdraw any such permission at any time.
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Disclaimer

O While the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“the Government”) endeavours to ensure the
accuracy of the information in this document, no express or implied warranty whatsoever is given by the Government
as to the accuracy, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, reliability, timeliness, appropriateness and
usefulness of the information. The Government will not be liable for any errors in, omissions from, or misstatements or
misrepresentations (whether express or implied) concerning any such information.

O  Provision of, or assistance in providing, materials contributed by third parties on this document or links to external
websites gives rise to no statement, representation or warranty, express or implied, that the Government agrees or
does not disagree with the contents of any such materials or external websites.

O The Government will not have or accept any liability, obligation or responsibility whatsoever for any loss, destruction or
damage (including without limitation consequential loss, destruction or damage) however arising from or in respect of
any use or misuse of or reliance on the information in this document or external websites delivered in or via this
document or inability to use any of them.

O The Government reserves the right to omit, suspend or edit all information compiled by the Government in this
document at any time in its absolute discretion without giving any reason or prior notice. Users are responsible for
making their own assessment of all information contained on this document and are advised to verify such
information by making reference, for example, to original publications and obtaining independent advice before
acting upon it.

O If you have any enquiry or concerns about this document, please contact the Department of Justice at
lead@doj.gov.hk.
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